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expenditure impacting negatively on health care systems. The disproportionate costs inherent in the 
pre-approval process of pharmaceutical companies’ communications – deemed necessary due to their 
promotional nature – will be borne by Regulatory Agencies, to the detriment of their other real public 
health responsibilities. 
 
The revised proposal for a Directive on “information” to patients threatens the sustainability of health 
financing systems, and does not serve the interests of citizens. The Medicines in Europe Forum, the 
ISDB and HAI Europe therefore call on all European Union’s Health Ministers to continue to 
refuse to study this legislative proposal. The pharmacovigilance measures contained in the redrafted 
proposal should be discussed and adopted separately. 
 
 

Medicines in Europe Forum (MiEF) 
International Society of Drug Bulletins (ISDB) 
Health Action International (HAI) Europe 

 
 
 
More information: 
 

More detailed joint analysis of the revised proposals freely available: 
http://english.prescrire.org/Docu/DOCSEUROPE/RevisedInfoProposals_Analysis_2011oct_FINAL.p
df (5 pages) 
 

Contacts: pierrechirac@aol.com (MiEF); press@isdbweb.org (ISDB); teresa@haiweb.org & 
rose@haieurope.org (HAI Europe) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ISDB. International Society of Drug Bulletins (ISDB), founded in 1986, is a world wide Network of bulletins and journals on 
drugs and therapeutics that are financially and intellectually independent of pharmaceutical industry. Currently, ISDB has 79 
members in 40 countries around the world. More info: www.isdbweb.org. Contact: press@isdbweb.org. 
 
MiEF. Medicines in Europe Forum (MiEF), launched in March 2002, covers 12 European Member States. It includes more 
than 70 member organizations representing the four key players on the health field, i.e. patients groups, family and consumer 
bodies, social security systems, and health professionals. Such a grouping is unique in the history of the EU, and it certainly 
reflects the important stakes and expectations regarding European medicines policy. Admittedly, medicines are no simple 
consumer goods, and the Union represents an opportunity for European citizens when it comes to guarantees of efficacy, 
safety and pricing. Contact: pierrechirac@aol.com. 
 
HAI Europe. Health Action International (HAI) Europe is an independent European network of health, consumer and 
development organisations working to increase access to essential medicines and improve rational use. More info: 
www.haiweb.org. Contacts: teresa@haiweb.org & rose@haieurope.org. 
 

 


