
Naming, labelling and 
packaging of medicines 

put patients at risk
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Assessing 
therapeutic advance

Providing healthcare 
professionals 
with the information they 
need about drugs and 
therapeutic strategies 

• efficacy
• adverse reactions
• convenience

– safety
– usability
of packaging, labelling 

(leaflet and associated
devices included)
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Systematic analysis by 
Prescrire’s Packaging Working Group

• Every item of the packaging is 
examined in detail using 
a standardised form. 

• When the drug is part of an umbrella 
range, we compare its appearance 
with the other products in the range. 

• We check the labelling for the legibility 
and position of key information 
(INN, dose strength, storage, etc.).

• We test whether tablets are easily divisible.
• We prepare formulations that require reconstitution. 
• We test the quality of blister pack films and bottle caps, especially 

for dangerous drugs.
• We try out dosing devices, referring to the patient leaflet. 
• We check whether oral delivery syringes could be attached to an 

injection needle. 
• We analyse the usability and safety of the information provided, 

especially in the patient leaflet, including symbols, pictograms and 
dosing schedules.



10/10/2013Prescrire Case study

The Prescrire Packaging Awards

Prescrire analyses the packaging of about 150 
drugs every year, and has examined over 5000 
products in the past 30 years.

The Packaging Awards focus on the quality of 
packaging for drugs evaluated during the 
previous year in the New Products section of our 
French edition
– Packaging Awards 
– Yellow cards
– Red cards
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Packaging, labelling and naming issues
beyond "New products"  and changes

• Medication errors
reported to Prescrire 
Programme Éviter 
l’Évitable (Preventing the 
Preventable)

• In-deepth analysis of 
types of errors or 
packaging problems

• Prescrire’ responses to 
public consultations 
(European Commission, 
European and national 
medicines agencies, 
others)
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Oral methotrexate
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Inaccurate dosing devices
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Prescrire calls for patient safety

responses to 
public consultations
http://english.prescrire.org
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