
Censorship masquerading as 
“transparency”: the EMEA assessment 
report on rimonabant 

We often ask the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) for

information that is not available on the agency’s website.

Their response in the case of rimonabant, a drug that has

now been withdrawn from the market, is an example of

how drug regulatory agencies practice censorship. 

The EMEA provided us with several documents, includ-

ing a report from the Swedish agency (Läkemedelsverket

“Acomplia Final Assessment Report”). Yet, only 3 of the 68

pages in this report were legible: the rest of the text has been

systematically blacked out, line by line, even including the

date of the report. 
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