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The finances of Association Mieux Prescrire
2009 Prescrire annual report

he fiscal year for Association
Mieux Prescrire (AMP) ends each
year on 31 August; its main activ-
ities include producing the journal la
revue Prescrire and offering Prescrire’s
continuing education programmes.
AMP is a non-profit organisation
governed by the French law of 1901.
For the sake of transparency, it has
published its annual financial report in
the March issue of la revue Prescrire
since 1992, and in the June issue of
Prescrire International (a). This infor-
mation is also freely available online at
WWwWw.prescrire.org.

As AMP is engaged in economic
activity, it complies with French
accounting and fiscal regulations; its
accounts are prepared and audited by
a firm of chartered accountants and a
statutory auditor.

Stable circulation

Prescrire had a total of 29 008 sub-
scribers during the 2008-2009 fiscal
year (average paid circulation). This
figure is slightly lower than in 2007-
2008, but higher than in 2006-2007.

Trends in paid subscriptions to la revue Prescrire since 1990

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1-This fall in the number of subscribers in 1994-1996 was the result of a lack of mail promotion for 18 months.

Breakdown of paying subscribers to la revue Prescrire

n° 299 September 2008 n° 311 September 2009
OCCUPATION

number % number %
General practitioners 14790 50.0 14193 495
Specialists 1627 55 1494 52
Pharmacists 6199 21.0 5858 20.5
Medical students 3618 12.3 3678 12.8
Pharmacy students 480 1.6 472 1.7
Drug companies 236 0.8 205 0.7
Miscellaneous (1) 2595 8.8 2762 9.6
Total circulation 29 545 100 28 662 100

1- Civil servants, other health professionals ; etc.
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The high level of subscriber loyalty
remains stable, which is a sure sign
that Prescrire continues to meet a recog-
nised need for reliable information
from an independent source. The pro-
portion of subscribers who renewed
their subscriptions for the following
year has remained at around 85% for
the past several years.

The 95% renewal rate in subscrip-
tions to the “Prescrire Integral Package”,
which includes subscription to la revue
Prescrire, along with access to the
Prescrire website and the Prescrire elec-
tronic library is another indication of
subscriber satisfaction. As of 31 August
2009, 5 509 subscribers to Prescrire
had also subscribed to the “Prescrire
Integral Package”.

Continuing education:
mixed results

Prescrire’s Monthly Readers’ Test is
Prescrire’s longest-running continuing
education initiative. It helps readers
remember the information provided by
Prescrire, so that they can integrate it
into their everyday practice. It has
had many loyal followers since 1988.
More than 70% of participants in the
2007-2008 session enrolled again in
2008-2009. A total of 3 502 subscribers
were enrolled in Prescrire’s Monthly
Readers’ Test in 2008-2009.

Prescrire’s Thematic Training Pro-
gramme continued to be popular du-
ring the 2008-2009 fiscal year. The
number of participants in these theme-
based reading tests, which are reserved
for Prescrire’s subscribers, reached
4 043. 85% of subscribers who partic-
ipated in Prescrire’s Thematic Training
Programme last year enrolled again.

In 2009, the continuing education
requirements for healthcare profes-
sionals in France were still unclear.
Subscribers therefore showed less
enthusiasm for our Improving Profes-
sional Practices series, our Ongoing Prac-
tice Improvement Programme and Themes
for Improving Practice Programme, which
had been successtul the previous year.
Our subscribers know that they can
count on Prescrire to provide them
with new, high-quality, independent
programmes that will also enable them
to comply with regulatory require-



AMP : fiscal year 2008-2009

(1/09/2008-31/08/2009)

ments once the authorities have clarified
the situation.

hOVeréﬂ» Olérbin(ciome Vtvﬁs in line with AMP provisional budget for fiscal year 2008-2009.
the estimate u get winlile our expen- . . .
ditures were slightly lower than expect- Income (ex-tax) : €8 262 K Expenditure (ex-tax) : €8 581 K

ed. The cash balance generated over the
fiscal year was therefore slightly higher

than anticipated, mainly due to a few Editorial costs 2219 25.9%
months’ deferral of various promotional
expenses. Documentation 579 6.7 %
Printing costs 536 6.2 %
More projects in the pipeline. Subscription costs (including postage) 581 6.8 %
3 “ Ivo 3 sch” - Paid subscriptions to la revue Prescrire 6 747 81.7 %
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. . . . Promotion (France and abroad) 1 026 12.0%
site, www.english.prescrire.org, during
- . - . Bibliothéque électronique Prescrire 144 17%
the 2008-2009 fiscal year is the first vis- ngish-language procuctions - 190 22
. . oy Shipping; general costs 657 - 7.7 %
ible sign of a rather ambitious programme
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A new service, Prescrire’s “Information to * Educational materials are excluded.
patients”, (“Infos-Patients Prescrire” in the
ErenCh version) was launched in 2009, AMP actual income and expenditures in fiscal year 2008-2009.

very month, subscribers to the French
version of Prescrire receive three new Income (ex-tax) 1 €8 267 K Expenditure (ex-tax) 1€7923 K
patient information leaflets, developed in
accordance with Prescrire’s high stan-
dards of quality and level of evidence. Editorial costs 2131 2%69%
These leaflets are designed to be easily
understood by non-professionals, and to

serve as an aid and resource for sub- Documentation _ 558 o

3 3 3 5 Printing costs 528 6.7 %
scribers when dlSCUSSng health issues Paid subscriptions to la revue Prescrire 6 545 79.2 % — N N
Wl[h patients. Subscription costs (including postage) ~ 538 6.8 %

Promotion (France and abroad) ~ 882 M11%
Bibliothéque electronique Prescrire 117 15%
English-language productions 193 24%
Independence for better Shipping; general costs 596 - 75%
patient care
Administration costs and 1288 16.3 %
A . . ion revenues Bibliothéque €/ Prescrire 504 6.1%

BY maklng 1ts accounts pllblIC and Paid iptions to Prescrire i 57 == 07% Rosearch and dovelopmont 511 64
through strict management of its human Continuing education 1094 132% o o 3 14
and financial resources, AMP meets its Miscellaneous income 67 ——— 08% Miscellaneous expenditures 235 3.0%
subscribers” needs and expectations for 1Ke=1000€

Educational materials are excluded.

quality and independence. All of our
subscribers are invited to show their

commitment to this principle by signing AMP : flscal vear 2009'201 0

and applying the “No thanks...” Charter. }
It was developed by Prescrire to promote (1/09/2009-31/09/2010)
indl ﬁnaintainf the irlldfependﬁnceh of AMP provisional budget for fiscal year 2009-2010.
ealthcare professionals from the phar- 5 - X
maceutical industry in order to provide Income (ex-tax) : €8 343 K Expenditure (ex-tax) : €8 769 K

better patient care and it is freely avail-
able online at www.prescrire.org

And those who would like to make a Editorial costs 2 429 277%
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crire S. Op]ectl\./es are We.lCOInC to jom Docamentation 555 63%
Association Mieux Prescrire; AMP mem- P .
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* Educational materials are excluded.
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